SIRBİSTAN MİLLİ GÜNÜ RESEPSİYONU İÇİN KONUŞMA METNİ

(13 Şubat 2020, Ankara)

His Excellency Ambassador Markoviç,

Esteemed guests,

Distinguished members of the press,

I sincerely congratulate you and the friendly people of Serbia on the occasion of the National Day of the Republic of Serbia. Čestitam vam Nacionalni Praznik. (Çestitam vam Nacionalni Praznik)

Under the leadership of our President and the President of the Republic of Serbia His Excellency Aleksandar Vuçiç, Turkey-Serbia relations enjoy the best period of our history. In line with common interests and goals,the two countries work for the peace and stability of the region and especially through High Level Cooperation Council, continue their cooperation at the bilateral level and also at the trilateral level through the tripartite mechanismwhich is established with Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Along the same line, we carry out with Serbia the Belgrade-Sarajevo Highway Project which will contribute to the connectivity of the Balkans and the modernization project of certain roads in the Sancak region.We also cooperate in the field of energy with the TurkStream Project.

The value of our investments in Serbia has exceeded 200 million dollars. It is pleasing that our bilateral trade volume reached 1.2 billion Dollars by the end of 2019. As agreed by our Presidents, our goal is to increase bilateral trade volume to 2 billion Dollars in the short term and to 5 billion Dollars in the long term. In addition, we attach special importance to the development of our cooperation in the field of tourism.

Dear Mr. Ambassador, esteemed guests,


We welcome the concrete progress in EU negotiation process that Serbia initiated in January 2014 and hope that this process will be successfully completed.

On the other hand, we attach importance to our cooperation with Serbia on issues such as organized crime, fighting terrorism and migration, and want to further enhance it. In this context, we appreciate the support of Serbia in the fight against the FETO terrorist organization,which targeted our democracy and constitutional order on July the 15th.

I hereby greet you once again, and present my best wishes to the friendly and brotherly people of Serbia on behalf of myself, our government and Turkish people and congratulate the people of Serbia with my sincerest feelings.

Long live Turkish-Serbian friendship. Živeo Tursko-Srpsko Prijateljstvo! (Jiveo Tursko-Srpsko Priyatelystvo)

